
GOAL: To equip people to activate their own churches to advance the
cause of the babies in the womb in New Jersey by starting or joining a
parish pro-life committee. Parish pro-life committees can be very
effective over time in educating the people of a parish about pro-life
issues by launching doable projects to inculcate pro-life values and
precepts in average church members.

Topics/Activities:
·Recruiting your pro-life committee
·Communicating with your pastor
·Bulletin announcements
·Educating youth & adults
·Mass project

RESPECT LIFE CONVOCATION

BREAKOUT SESSION 

BUILDING A CULTURE OF LIFE IN YOUR CHURCH

Christine Flaherty is the Executive Director of LIFENET, a non-profit organization dedicated to achieving equal
rights for babies in the womb through education, advocacy and networking. LIFENET is also very invested in
promoting the sexual integrity message as a solution to the abortion problem. To this end, LIFENET staff and
speakers make Pro-life, Purity and Parents presentations in schools, churches and other venues throughout
New Jersey. In addition to making presentations, LIFENET is also working in close collaboration with other local
pro-life/pro-family ministries and individuals to propagate the “Equal Rights for Babies in the Womb” message
throughout the state. LIFENET belongs to several pro-life coalitions of people working on common projects. The
overarching goal of these projects is to create the synergies and infrastructure in New Jersey’s pro-life
movement to make measureable advancements on behalf of the unborn child. Prior to feeling called to do full-
time pro-life work with LIFENET, Ms. Flaherty had a successful engineering career at an international
engineering firm, working in the design of petrochemical plants while volunteering as a sidewalk counselor
outside a local abortion facility on Saturdays. 

Kim Arminio is the wife of John, her best friend for 33 years, and the blessed mother of Julia, Brendan & Erin.
Kim organized and has led the Perpetual Adoration Ministry in her parish of Saint Peter the Apostle in
Parsippany for the past 24 years and is a proud member of the Respect Life Ministry in her parish for the past 3
years. 

PLEASE CHOOSE TWO OF THE FOLLOWING BREAKOUT SESSIONS
AND SELECT THEM ON THE REGISTRATION PAGE.

presented by Christine Flaherty, Executive Director of LIFENET and
Kim Arminio of the Respect Life Committee at St. Peter’s Church, Parsippany.  

·Holy Hours for Life
·Baby feet magnet weekends
·Spiritual adoption
·And more!



Father Koch, CFR, has over 50 years of priestly experience and a degree in
Spiritual Theology. He serves as Spiritual Director at Immaculate Conception
Seminary in Newark, NJ. Together they have presented trainings in many dioceses
throughout the country educating on abortion's impact and doing workshops for
clergy on healing from abortion. Theresa Bonopartis also developed, with the
Family Life Office of New York, the Prayerful Remembrance Service which has
been seen on EWTN and conducted across the country. This prayer service has
been very instrumental in touching hearts and facilitating healing. Please check
out the websites: www.postabortionhelp.org and www.enteringcanaan.com

Theresa and Father Mariusz have been ministering to people
touched by abortion for over 25 years. Theresa, who is post-
abortive herself, co-founded “Entering Canaan-A Sacramental
Journey to an Inheritances of Mercy” with the Sisters of Life. Along
with some of the Franciscan Friars of the Renewal she expanded
the ministry to offer specialized retreats for men, siblings, and
those who aborted because of a prenatal diagnosis.

REACHING OUT WITH COMPASSION TO THOSE WHO HAVE
BEEN TOUCHED BY ABORTION: FAMILIES, FRIENDS,
COMMUNITIES, & CHURCHES

presented by Theresa Bonopartis and Father Mariusz Koch, CFR
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https://www.enteringcanaan.com/prayer-service
http://www.postabortionhelp.org/
http://www.enteringcanaan.com/


Holly Wright is a very popular speaker for LIFENET. She makes pro-life and chastity
presentations to adults and youth all over New Jersey.  Additionally, she is also
responsible for training new speakers. Holly is a graduate of Thomas Aquinas College
in Santa Paula, California where she studied Liberal Arts. Ms. Wright also earned her
Masters of Science degree in Psychology from Divine Mercy University in Sterling,
Virginia. In her position as Project Director for LIFENET, Holly solicits speaking
presentations, plans special events, and makes pro-life and chastity presentations to
young people and adults. Holly has experience with parish ministry, serving for 7
years as the parish catechetical leader and associate youth minister at St. Cecilia’s
Church in Kearny, and currently serves as the director for Casa Guadalupe, a house of
discernment and healing for women. A native of Huntington Beach, California, Holly
now resides in Clifton, NJ.

LIFENET, a New Jersey-based non-profit educational organization
dedicated to achieving equal rights for babies in the womb through
education, networking and advocacy. Additionally, LIFENET is
invested in reaching young people and adults with the sexual
integrity message as a solution to the abortion problem. 

GOAL: To train people to graciously and confidently answer the
most commonly asked questions related to abortion and pro-
abortion rhetoric (i.e., rape and incest, overpopulation, poverty,
etc.)  Learn how to win them to the pro-life position or at least get
them thinking deeply about the value of every human life.

PRO-LIFE APOLOGETICS

presented by Holly Wright, Project Director, LIFENET
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Marie Tasy is the Executive Director of New Jersey Right to Life. She also
represents the organization as the Governmental Affairs Representative on
legislative matters. Her experiece includes working with state legislators to craft
research and provide analysis and research and testifying on matters affecting
the sanctity of human life. She has led many press conferences, rallies, and lobby
days at the State House. Marie has also provided many presentations at
academic institutions, public forums, and panel discussions. She also acts as the
organization's primary spokesperson to the media on pro-life matters. 

The workshop will include the latest information on abortion law in
New Jersey and what we may expect in the future since the U.S.
Supreme Court overturned the Roe v. Wade decision leagalizing
abortion. The workshop will also include the importance of active
citizen engagement and effectively communicating with your
legislators to make the case for life.

UPDATE ON ABORTION LAW IN NJ + EFFECTIVELY REACHING
ELECTED OFFICIALS

presented by Marie Tasy
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Description of Workshop: Moms in Need includes single teens, 20
somethings, and older women as well as those married, separated
and divorced.In NJ the laws and culture encourage, coerce, and
even deceive pregnant moms to have an abortion. How do you
respond when your friend or relative is considering abortion?
Where do you find help and support? How to pleasantly intervene
and help those who are abandoned and pregnant. These and other
questions will be answered for you to "Walk with Moms in Need." 

WALKING WITH MOMS IN NEED

Christopher Bell, President and Co-Founder, along with Fr. Benedict Groeschel, CFR,
of happy memory, of Good Counsel homes, helping mothers and babies before,
during and after birth, beginning in early 1985 in Hoboken. Chris is blessed beyond
what he deserves to be married to Joan; to be the father of 7 kids, by birth and
adoption; and to see his first granddaughter and two grandsons.  Today, Good
Counsel’s 4 maternity homes in the Greater New York City region assist any
pregnant, homeless mother in need allowing her to stay for one year or longer.
Good Counsel offers her opportunities to return to school and work. Chris also
advises other maternity homes on how to start and grow.

presented by Christopher Bell, MA
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